'IRAQ,
potential menace in Turkish Arabia could not be ignored. Her
obvious military preparations: the general mobilization, the
movement of an unprecedented number of troops to Basra and
below, ostensibly directed against Kuwait and against Arab
uprisings, the seizing of coal and supplies at Baghdad and
Basra, the fortification of the Shatt al-'Arab below Basra and
Mohammerah could scarcely be dismissed as attempts, in time
of universal war-fever, to set her house in order, as the Sublime
Porte repeatedly assured Sir Louis Mallet, H.M. Ambassador
in Constantinople.1
The possibility of war in the Middle East with Turkey alone
or allied with Germany had been anticipated by General Sir
Douglas Haig, when Commander-in-Chief in India in 1911, in
a memorandum in which he proposed the reorganization of
the Indian Army to meet such a contingency. The occupation
of Fao and Basra from India was no new project. It had been
formally proposed by a special committee, composed of Admiral
Sir E. Slade, Naval Commander-in-Chief, East Indies; Lieut.-
General Sir Percy Lake, Chief of Staff, India; Lieut.-Colonel
Sir H. McMahon, Foreign Secretary, India; and Sir Percy Cox,
Political Resident, Persian Gulf, on January I5th, 1912, as a
measure whereby the British position in Turkish Arabia
might be established in the face of unfriendly Turkish officials.
The Government of India had not then approved of the plan
except as part of widespread hostilities. The project had been
revived again in January, 1914, in connection with the defence
of the Anglo-Persian oilfields, but the reply of the Government
of India, to which the matter had been referred, was not
received until July 30th, 1914.a In preparation for possible
hostilities,, the movements and particulars of Turkish troops in
the Tigris and Euphrates valleys had been carefully recorded
by H.M. consuls at Baghdad, Mosul and Basra. Military
1 See Correspondence respecting events leading to the rupture of relations with
Turkey, Accounts and Papers, 1914-16. (Cd. 7628), lxxxiv, 179, especially Dis-
patches Nos. 3, 6, 14, 18, 64, 84, 87, 94, 118, 121 and 164.
* O.H., Vol. i, pp. 72 ff.
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